Problems facing vascular surgery in 2004.
The most pressing challenges we face in the immediate future are endovascular training for those already in practice and a new educational paradigm for our residents. A number of avenues for training those in practice have been implemented, and newer methods, including computer simulation, are being explored. Vascular training programs should be 3 years in length, include vascular navigation and interventional skills, and follow 3 years of basic general surgical training. These changes in our resident training paradigm can take place only through two avenues: a successful reapplication to the American Board of Medical Specialties for an independent American Board of Vascular Surgery or a full reconfiguration of the training programs for general and vascular surgeons that would have to be spearheaded by the American Board of Surgery. There is skepticism that the latter could take place in the limited time we have left to make the vascular surgery residency attractive to candidates and sufficient in experiential and knowledge content.